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37 CFR 3.73(b) Statement □ Power of Attorney 
(when there is an assignee) 
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i. PI DELETION OF INVENTORY 

Signed statement attached deleting inventor(s) 
named in the prior application, see 37 CFR §§ 
1.63(d)(2) and 1.33(b). 
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Certified Copy of Priority Document(s) 
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16. 


□ 
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



Confirmation No. N/A 
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Sterne, Kessler, Goldstein & Fox p.l.l.c. 




Albert L. Ferro 
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Registration No. 44,679 
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Commissioner for Patents 
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Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



Writer 's Direct Number: 

(202)772-8643 

Internet Address: 

AFERRO@SKGF.COM 

Mail Stop Patent Application 



Re: U.S. Non-Provisional Utility Patent Application under 37 C.F.R. § 1 .53(b) 
Appl. No. To Be Assigned', Filed: HEREWITH (August 20, 2003) 
(Divisional of Appl No. 09/907,022; Filed: July 1 7, 2001) 
For: System and Method for Securing a Plate to the Spinal Column 
Inventors: FOLEY et al 
Our Ref: 2165.0010003/LEA/ALF 



Sir: 



The following documents are forwarded herewith for appropriate action by the U.S. Patent 
and Trademark Office: 

1 . PTO Fee Transmittal (Form PTO/SB/1 7); 

2. PTO Utility Patent Application Transmittal (Form PTO/SB/05); 

3 . U.S. Utility Patent Application entitled: 

System and Method for Securing a Plate to the Spinal Column 

and naming as inventors: 

Kevin T. FOLEY 
Dusty Anna NEEDHAM 
Brian A. BURD 

the application consisting of: 

a. An Application Data Sheet (37 C.F.R. § 1 .76); 
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b. 



A copy of the executed Declaration and Power of Attorney for Patent 
Application, as originally filed in U.S. Appl. No. 09/907,022 : 



c. 



A specification containing: 



i. 



39 pages of description prior to the claims; 



n. 



7 pages of claims (26 claims); and 



in. 



a one (1) page abstract; and 



d. 27 sheets of drawings: (Figures 1-3. 4a-4f. 5a-5f. 6. 7. 8a-8k. 9-18, 
19a. 19b. 20a-20f 21a-21c, 22a, 22b. and 23-30) : 

4 . Authorization to Treat a Reply As Incorporating An Extension of Time Under 
37C.F.R. § 1.136(a)(3); 

5 . A Preliminary Amendment; 

6. Two (2) return postcards; and 

7. Form PTO-2038 Credit Card Payment Form in the amount of $750.00 to 
cover the filing fee for patent application. 

It is respectfully requested that, of the two attached postcards, one be stamped with the filing 
date of these documents and returned to our courier, and the other, prepaid postcard, be stamped with 
the filing date and unofficial application number and returned as soon as possible. The U.S. Patent 
and Trademark Office is hereby authorized to charge any fee deficiency, or credit any overpayment, 
to our Deposit Account No. 19-0036. 



Respectfully submitted, 




Albert L. Ferro 
Attorney for Applicants 
Registration No. 44,679 



Kessler, Goldstein & Fox p.l.l.c. 



LEA/LF/awt 
Enclosures 
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